314                            Viscount Halifax

The arrangements for the Fourth Conversation were now
taking shape. The date was to be May i8th 1925. The subject
was to be the episcopate; Van Roey was to open the discussion;
Kidd was to answer him. There were to be further contribu-
tions from Hemmer and Gore. During the early months of
1925 Halifax was hard at work trying to create a favourable at-
mosphere for the Conversation both in England and abroad.
FT. Woodlock stayed with him at Hickleton and was reported
'un peu adouci'32. Through Mr. Hoffmann Nickerson Halifax
made advances to the American Episcopate with the idea of
eventually bringing them into the Conversations. In Mr. Gor-
don George (Robert Sencourt) he found a friendly English Ro-
man Catholic, who helped him both at the Vatican and in The
Church Times. Halifax visited and spoke both at Oxford and at
Cambridge. He even persuaded Sir William Joynson Hicks
(afterwards Lord Brentford) and Sir Thomas Inskip, two lead-
ing Evangelicals who were both in the Government, to dine
with him at 88 Eaton Square. He told them of his upbringing,
of his discovery of his vocation, of his father's confession and
death, and spoke of the need for unity, of his belief in the
Blessed Sacraments (which, he insisted, was approximately
theirs as well), and of the merits of the First Prayer-Book of
Edward VI. He showed them a memorandum he had prepared
and so persuasive was he that, so it is reported, at a late hour that
night two bewildered statesmen fled into the security of Eaton
Square just in time to avoid setting their signatures to a docu-
ment expressing all that ecclesiastically they most abhorred. 'Of
course Lord Halifax is a saint,' Sir "William is said to have re-
marked, 'but I'm glad I didn't stay any longer or he might have
converted me/ 'You will see/ Halifax wrote with pardonable
pride to Portal on March soth, 'that I have not wasted my
time/35